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VISTA’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
VISTA marked its fifth annual meeting in April,
electing a nine-member board with four directors
hailing from “up-island.” They are Ross Collicutt
from Nanaimo, Dave Gilbert of Port Alberni, Terry
Lewis in Cumberland and Leah Robinson from Port
Hardy. On the board from Victoria and area are
President, Gil Parker; Vice-president and Treasurer,
Bill Feyrer; Secretary, Andy Ogle and directors Jodi
Appleton and Peter Berrang.
You can see full bios of all Board Members at

www.vispine.ca
VISTA’s objective remains a 700-km long trail that
could be followed by any experienced back-country
hiker from Victoria to Cape Scott up the spine of
the Island. Feasibility studies have now been done
for all the gaps between existing trails. VISTA
continues to work towards gaining access through
privately-held forests that has been denied to date.

But our best success will be on Crown forest land
most of which lies between the Strathcona Dam
and Port Hardy. For that reason our focus now is on
creating a walkable line through the North Island
forests and mountains to provide a further 220 km
of trail.
Other initiatives of trail builders, including the
Capital Regional District and the Cowichan Valley
Regional District, should see completion of the
Malahat segment of the Trans-Canada Trail that
VISTA will share from Victoria to Lake Cowichan by
2017. Our emphasis for this year is on trail marking
and construction on mostly Crown land north of
Campbell River, contingent on reaching
agreements with First Nations for use of their
traditional lands.
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FOCUS ON VISTA’S BOARD MEMBERS
In this issue, we continue our focus on one of
VISTA’s Board Members:

A WARM “THANK YOU” TO VISTA’S
LEAD DONOR, BC HYDRO

Peter Berrang
WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT, WE COULD
NOT BE CREATING OUR TRAIL FOR
“GENERATIONS TO COME!”

Peter is a founding director of VISTA. He has been
an active hiker over the past 35 years and has
explored many trails on Vancouver Island.
Peter is also still active in various outdoor sports
such as kite boarding and uni-cycling.
Peter is currently retired, but remains active on
various corporate boards such as Carmanah
Technologies Inc., Ocean Rodeo Sports Inc., and
the various Axys Group of Companies. In past
years, he also served as a director on various
volunteer boards in the community, including the
YM-YWCA of Victoria and Choices Adoption
Society.

Sunday, October 25th, 2015 Racer Check In: 09:00
to 10:00AM Get ready for breathtaking scenery
and unforgettable views.
Be prepared for pristine single track, winding crosscountry trails and twisting forest paths. You can be sure
there will be a few ups and downs in this year’s race.
Sign up for race updates and info.

Go to www.perserverancetrailrun.com to register.

In past years, Peter, who has a science
background, co-founded and managed various high
technology companies in B.C. He holds more than
20 patents in various areas of technology such as
fibre optics, medical devices, battery technology
and some sports products
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VISTA BOARD MEMBERS
“TAKE A HIKE”
Four of VISTA’s directors — Gil Parker, Bill Feyrer,
Peter Berrang and Andy Ogle — met in Courtenay
in early August with Terry Lewis, VISTA’s
Operations Director to have a look at some of the
trail sections he has been planning and working on
south of Cumberland and west of Campbell River
towards Woss. These trails will form part of the
Spine Trail that will eventually traverse the length
of the Island.

Riders of Cumberland to maintain trails in the area.
Following small talk, the intrepid cyclist headed
down a boardwalk slope that featured a
precipitous drop-off to the river should one veer
too far to the right. But the rest of us decided we
were more than happy to be hiking, not biking.

(Making a point!!)

(L to R Bill Feyrer, Gil Parker, Guest Kase Roodbol,
Andy Ogle, Peter Berrang)
We managed to pick one of the few rainy days of
the summer, but that didn’t deter Terry from
showing us new trail sections along the Trent River,
just south of Cumberland, including one named for
the Potholes where the trail crosses the Trent by a
set of pools that invite a swim on a sunny day.
Once across the river, this trail heads south for
about 10 km to Tsable Lake. It will eventually
traverse the Beaufort Range using existing routes
along the Beaufort crest and connect with trails
and old roads leading down to the Log Train Trail in
the Alberni valley. On one of our other stops along
the Trent, we met a French mountain biker from
Whistler, who told us he was out there in the rain
on this particular trail on the advice of locals in
Cumberland where he stopped in to ask about
challenging trails. Terry is working with the United

The next day, a Sunday, Terry guided us to another
section of trail that will be part of the VISTA route
from the Strathcona Dam to Schoen Lake. This
particular section uses an inactive logging road up
Grilse Creek off the Salmon River. We took loppers
and a hand-saw but the lower section proved to be
not as overgrown as further up. It was a pleasant
walk in the sun after the previous day’s rain.

(Terry closely monitors President Gil brushing at
trail side)
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On Monday, Terry and Gil travelled by four-wheeldrive truck into the White River Valley, past White
River Provincial Park, where a stand of old-growth
forest was preserved by three fallers who refused
to cut these impressive old trees. The purpose of
their trip was to determine a route from the White
River, northwest toward Schoen Lake Provincial
Park and beyond to where the trail will cross
Highway 19 near Woss. They found a route over a
lower pass west from the head of Kokummi Creek
into the Schoen Creek watershed. This pass, which
needs a new trail approximately 3 km long, will
connect marginally used logging roads, and some
semi-active roads, to complete that section of the
Spine trail. Views to the south from the east side of
this pass feature spectacular Victoria and Warden
peaks.
As a result of Terry’s planning, it appears that we
can complete three sections of the North Island
Spine Trail with relative ease. The Salmon River
section will be 47.3 km long, then the White River
section at 25.8 km, followed by the Schoen section
at 42.5 km, for a total of 115.6 km. Further
refinement of the trail route is required, followed
by First Nations and stakeholders review, by
marking and signage, and of course construction of
the short section of new trail, bringing VI Spine
Trail to Claud Elliot Lake.

Hardy and Port McNeill. And for the section
connecting from McNeill south to Nimpkish Lake,
the ‘Namgis First Nation has verbally indicated no
objections to the use of old roads. We look forward
to completing discussions with them about some
short new connecting trail sections. Since the
altitude of this northern section is rather low, we
hope to construct these sections over the Fall and
Winter seasons. Input from the ‘Namgis band will
also be critical to the sections of trail linking from
Nimpkish Lake, west of the Bonanza Range south to
Claud Elliott Lake.

(Planning discussion at a disused spur line that
will go from the Salmon to the White River’s
Drainage)
We hope you will visit our website at:

www.vispine.ca
Your feedback is encouraged and valued – Please
contact the Editor, Scott Henley @

IslandHikerGuy@GMail.Com

(South of Cumberland, on the way to Tsable Lake)
Further north, consultations are proceeding with
the Kwakiutl First Nation for the trail between Port
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