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VISTA’S  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

 
VISTA held its AGM at the Capital Regional District’s Sky 
Lounge on Fisgard Street in Victoria on Monday, July 8, 
2013.   
 
To bring the members up to date before proceeding to 
the official business of the Annual General Meeting, 
Executive Director, Pat Morris delivered a series of 
slides covering developments over the past year. This 
included continuing trail building work, the recent 
International Trails Day event and plans for a 
conference of Vancouver Island trail interests (to take 
place in October). 
 
(You can see Pat’s full presentation at 
www.vispine.ca) 
 
President Andrew reported on a successful year with 
some great volunteer work being accomplished on the 
Tuck Lake region.  
 

 
       

 
At the AGM, Ted Olynyk of BC Hydro presented 
President Andrew with a cheque signifying Hydro’s 
ongoing support for VISTA. 
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VISTA 2013 – 2014 Board 

 
Back row, L-R: Charles Burnett, Andy Ogle, Robie 
Macdonald, Peter Carson (new), Kathleen Birney (Vice-
President, Secretary), Bill Feyrer (Treasurer) 
 
Front Row, L-R: Peter Berrang, Clive Webber (new), 
Andrew Pape-Salmon (President), Gil Parker 
 
Missing from the photo: Robert Gunn, Janet Dorward 
(both new) 
 
Board Advisor – Chris Causton 
Membership – Ann Harwood 
 
Regional Coordinators: 
 
Scott Henley – Cumberland, Comox Valley 
 
 

VISTA’S PAST PRESIDENT VISIT’S NEW 

ZEALAND’S “GREAT WALKS” 

 
Vancouver Island Spine Trail has many predecessors in 
international trail promotion. Networks of trails in 
Europe are ubiquitous. In North America the 
Appalachian Trail and the Pacific Crest Trail were the 
inspirations for the creation of VI Spine, our long 
distance trail from end-to-end of our Island.  

VISTA members take the opportunity to visit long-
distance trails in other countries while on business or 
holidays. In a previous edition of Footprints, President 
Andrew Pape-Salmon reported on a visit to the PCT 
near the Columbia River in the USA. Past President Gil 
Parker has just returned from New Zealand and was 

impressed with their enlightened approach to trail 
building and promotion of outdoor adventure tourism. 

 
Sign requesting respect for private land 
 
New Zealand has a tradition of so-called “Great Walks” 
and they publicize each with detailed maps and access 
information. Parker walked a section of the Abel 
Tasman Coast Track and found the route well 
maintained, very scenic, and filled with tourists from all 
around the world. (www.greatwalks.co.nz) Farther 
south he found a section of the Te Araroa, “The Long 
Pathway” a continuous 3,000 km walking track from 
Cape Reinga at the northern tip of North Island, to Bluff, 
near Invercargill at the bottom of South Island. 
(www.teararoa.org.nz). The Great Walks are not solely 
wilderness trails, However, both the “Walks” and the 
Spine afford opportunities for adventure to tourists and 

locals alike."   
 

VISTA’s Gil Parker at start of Breast Hill Trail section of 
Te Araroa.                 
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FOCUS ON VISTA’S BOARD MEMBERS 

 

In this issue, we continue our focus on one of  

VISTA’s Board Members: 

 

Andrew E Pape-Salmon 

VISTA President 
         

 
Andrew with his mother Marion and late father 
Manfred in Lake Louise in 2012 
 
Andrew is passionate about mountains, hiking and trail 
running. In June 2010 he led the 500km Vancouver 
Island Spine Relay with running, cycling, snowshoeing, 
mountain biking and hiking activities.  Earlier that year 
he completed the Yamnuska Mountain Skills semester 
in the Rockies around Canmore, AB. Near his home in 
Victoria, Andrew and his wife Sara frequent trails in 
Thetis Lake, Sooke Hills and Mount Doug parks. In the 
winter, he leads ski tours in the Comox Valley area with 
the Strathcona Nordic Ski Club and the Vancouver Island 
Chapter of the Alpine Club of Canada.  In the summer, 
he enjoys glacier mountaineering, including a recent 
ascent of Mount Rainier in June 2013 and Griswold Pass 
near Pemberton in August. Andrew is a professional 
engineer with RDH Building Engineering Ltd., working 
on energy efficient buildings and clean energy policy. 
 

 

“CONNECTING COASTAL COMMUNITIES” 

 

Reserve This Date!! 
 

Conference on Saturday, October 26, 2013, at the 

Kingfisher Oceanside Resort & Spa, Courtenay. 

 
 
VISTA is organising a conference of the outdoors 
wilderness community-of-interest on Vancouver Island 
including outdoor clubs (hiking, running, mountain-
cycle, equestrian, ATV), private landowners (forest 
companies), local jurisdictions (municipalities and 
regional districts), and small business within the 
community-of-interest (cycle shops, outfitters). The 
conference is aimed at sharing experiences in 
developing trails and trail usage, and increasing the 
level of understanding across the various interests. 
 
The four goals of the event are to (1) exchange lessons 
and learnings from the efforts of the various clubs and 
organisations; (2) engage with landowners in order to 
increase the acceptability of trail development on 
private lands (3) engage with provincial & local 
jurisdictions to increase the priority of trail 
development in the jurisdictions; and (4) increase 
integration across the Vancouver Island trail 
community. 
 
Themes: 

 Case study of long-distance trail 

 Vancouver Island trail champions 

 Perspectives of key stakeholders: landowners, 
clubs, local governments, First Nations, 
Province 

 Options for development and management of 
trails on Vancouver Island 

 Economic development benefits  
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“CONNECTING COASTAL COMMUNITIES” 

(Continued) 

 
This is framed as an end-of-season event providing the 
opportunity for VISTA and the various trail proponent 
interests (outdoor clubs, hiking, running, equestrian and 
mountain-bike clubs) to convene. The date will also 
afford a better opportunity to obtain provincial 
government representation (both elected and staff) 
because any transition from the May 14 election will be 
complete. 
 
The event will consist of a one-day conference 
incorporating an opening plenary reviewing the state of 
trail development across the globe, followed by two 
panel discussions in the morning session and one or two 
breakout discussions in the afternoon session. The final 
plenary will pull together the threads from these 
various pieces. We will consider the event a success if it 
attracts at least 55 attendees and if it attracts 
representation from all of the significant groups: 
community leaders, land managers, park planners, trail 
advocates, builders & maintainers, government & 
industry professionals, mountainbiking/outdoor 
adventure tourism operators, event promoters, media 
specialists, destination-marketing organizations and 
bike industry representatives. 
 
Hear some speakers and join the discussion on how to 
advance trail building all over our Island! 
 

Stay tuned to www.vispine.ca for further 
information and registration details on this 
important event!!  
 

 

 

 
A WARM “THANK YOU” TO VISTA’S  

LEAD DONOR, BC HYDRO 

 
 

WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT, WE COULD 

NOT BE CREATING OUR TRAIL FOR 

“GENERATIONS TO COME!” 

 
Sunday, October 27th, 2013 Racer Check In: 09:00  

to 10:00AM Get ready for breathtaking scenery 
and unforgettable views. 

 
Be prepared for pristine single track, winding cross-
country trails and twisting forest paths. You can be sure 
there will be a few ups and downs in this years race. 
Sign up for race updates and info and be the first to 
know when the annual Perseverance Trail Run is coming 
to Cumberland on October 27th, 2013! 
 

Go to www.perserverancetrailrun.com to register 
today! 
    

 
 

www.vispine.ca 

 
VISTA’S  STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN 

Just a reminder that Vista’s Directors have completed a 

comprehensive Strategic Business Plan.  It is available to 

download on our website home page www.vispine.ca 

Your feedback is encouraged and valued – Please 
contact the Editor at Henley@islandnet.com 
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